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A Simple Disquisition 
About Nothing
by John Graves Morris
A l lo w  m e to ta lk  a w h ile  a b o u t n o th in g , 
w h a t  a m a n  fe e ls  b u rn in g  the letters 
a w o m a n  w h o s e  n a m e  he  w il l  n e v e r 
a g a in  p e rm it  to be  sp o k e n  in h is  p re se n c e
o n c e  se n t h im  d e c la im in g  h er lo ve , 
the f la m e s  s m o o c h in g  h er c a ll ig ra p h y , 
s m u d g in g  it b a c k  to th e  a sh e s  fro m  w h ic h  
a n d  to w h ic h  he  w o u ld  h a p p ily  c o n s ig n  her, too.
T h is  is the sa m e  n o th in g  a w o m a n  fe e ls  
b e fo re  c o lle c t in g  a ll the  letters 
h er fa th e r e ve r s c ra w le d  to her, 
p a g e -p ro te c t in g  th e m  in a fo ld e r
in the o rd e r  o f th e ir  c o m p o s it io n  
to b e g in  h er e x e g e s is  o f  h is  m e ssa g e s 
that h ave  p la c e d  h er in the  b in d e r  
o f h is  a m b iv a le n c e s  a b o u t w o m e n .
W h a t  d o e s n o th in g  h ave  to d o  w ith  
the  w a y  an  a irp la n e 's  c o n tra ils  
are b a c k lit  b y  the e a r ly  m o rn in g  su n  
as it a tta in s c r u is in g  a ltitu d e ,
m irro r in g  a m a n 's heart rate r is in g  
w ith  the  lig h t o f S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g , 
h is  free b re ath  stre a m in g  a ll th e  w a y  
o u t a n d  u p  to a p la te a u  o f e xu lta tio n ?
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W h a t  d o e s  it h a v e  to d o  w ith  a m a n  
d u r in g  h is  la te  a fte rn o o n  w a lk  in th e  p a rk  
le a rn in g  to se e  a n d  le a rn  a n e w  
w ith  m y o p ic  e y e s  c r e a t in g  o u t o f lig h ts
s u d d e n ly  b u rs t in g  as d u s k  r ise s into  
a g a rd e n  o f a n c h o re d  d a n d e lio n  se e d s, 
p o in t in g  h im  a d iffe re n t p a th , n e w e r w is d o m  
as if th e  stars h a d  b e e n  stre w n  b e fo re  h im ?
L o g ic a lly ,  n o th in g  is as n o th in g  d o e s, 
a n d  n o th in g  w il l  n a tu ra lly  b e  in b e tw e e n , 
b u t h o w  c a n  it a ll re su lt in O u r  N a d a  
w h o  art in N a d a  w h e n  th e  ta n g ib le  w o r ld
ke e p s u n s to p p e r in g  its d a ily  c o rk  
a n d  s p i l l in g  o u t n o th in g  less 
th a n  a l iq u o r  fra g ile , b u t in to x ic a t in g , 
if w e  c a n  o n ly  le a rn  h o w  to  d r in k .
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